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Articles Wanted 





                 If you have any unwanted keys or magazines, the Robins 


			Class would be very pleased to receive them.





Thank you. 








DUNTON V.C. LOWER SCHOOL


SPRING NEWSLETTER 2010
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DIARY DATES  - 2010





12th February 2010 				PFA. Disco – rearranged from last year.





(15th – 19th February 2010  			Half Term Week)





24th February 2010				Parents’ Consultation 


						(after school)	





3rd March 2010 				Tag Rugby Festival 


						(Owl Class)


5th  March 2010 				World Book Day


6th March 2010				Bedfordshire Music Festival


						(School Choir)


10th/12th March 2010 			Bedfordshire Music Recorders/Soloists


29th March 2010 				One Stop Parent Stop


						(Details to follow)


30th March 2010				Easter Service in Church (9.30am)





1st April 2010 				Easter Egg Hunt





		           End of Spring Term.


       (Return to School on Tuesday 20th April 2010)



























































Monday, 16th March 	-	Robins class to visit ‘Pets at Home’.


Thursday, 26th March	-	‘Full House’ Theatre Company to perform an


		adaptation of ‘A Midsummer Nights Dream’


Friday, 27th March	-	Robins class to visit Wild Britain.





Wednesday, 1st April	-	Easter Service in church at 2pm – all welcome.


Thursday, 2nd April	-	Stratton Joint Schools Music Concert


		6.30pm – Years 3 & 4 children (Owls).


Friday, 3rd April	-	Break up for Easter.


Tuesday, 21st April 	-	Return to school.

















Hair Care – PE Lessons





For health and safety reasons, it is recommended that children with long hair tie it back when participating in PE lessons and during playtimes so that they have full vision.  This is also true of working in the classroom where we have noticed that several children are having difficulty seeing through their hair.  Thank you.














Faith Tour





The Faith Tour trip to Queens Park last month proved very successful.  The children visited a church, mosque and gurdwara.  Photographs of the trip will be put on the website soon.





Bedfordshire Festival of Music  





Pupils from Dunton VC Lower School will be taking part in the Bedfordshire Music Festival at the Corn Exchange in Bedford. The School Choir, comprising children from Years 3 & 4 is entered in the ‘Junior Choirs – Village or Small School’ class, Year 4 and under.  This will take place on Saturday, 6th March at 3.50pm (please arrive at 3pm).    Please note if your child was originally unable to attend but now can because of the later time, please come to the office and let us know. The recorder competitions will take place on Wednesday, 10th March during school time (help with transport would be welcome) and the soloist competition is on Friday, 12th March between 3pm – 5pm, again help with transport would be appreciated. More details to follow.





  Further information will follow after half term.











Governor Vacancy





Please see the attached nomination form regarding the two Parent Governor positions vacant on the Governing Body.  Please return the nomination forms by Friday, 26th February at the latest.  If three or more forms are returned, a ballot of parents will take place.  The Governing Body has an important role to play in the life of the school. 











Ofsted Report





Many of you may have seen the article about Dunton’s Ofsted report in the Biggleswade Chronicle last week.  I would just like to take this opportunity to once again thank the governors, staff, children, PFA and all the parents for helping us achieve this ‘outstanding’ result.


                                 Heather Curry





School Dinner Money


Please ensure that payment for your child’s school dinner is paid promptly. If paying weekly please ensure £8.75 is paid at the beginning of each week.  Please put your child’s dinner money in a named enveloped and post it in the red post box. Thank you.  Cheques should be made payable to ‘Eden Services Ltd’ and must have your child’s name on the back of the cheque along with your bank card number with expiry date and your address.  Unfortunately cheques without this information will be returned.  Dinner money for the whole half term is £50.75 (29 days X £1.75)





Congratulations





Pupils from the Robins Class submitted poems to a Foundation Stage Poetry Competition called My First Poem – ‘If I could be ….’


Michael’s poem has been selected to appear in the Bedfordshire edition, entitled ‘If I Could Be A Fairy’.  Well done to Michael and to the other children who submitted their work.





We would also like to congratulate all the Year 4 pupils who recently completed their training to become ‘Team Leaders’.  We look forward to them organising team games for the rest of the school during the lunchtime break.





Parent Support Assistant





Our Area’s Parent Support Assistant, Debbie Gauntlet will be back in the school hall after half term.  Debbie will be available from 8.45 to 9.30am on a Thursday morning.  If you have any problems related to parenting or would like help or advice on a whole range of related topics, please come into the hall and have a chat.  Debbie also brings with her a display of leaflets about local organisations etc. If you would like to speak to Debbie confidentially the school will make a room available. 





Sweatshirt –Labelling


During the half term holiday, it would be appreciated if you could check that all your child’s uniform/PE kit is labelled.  So much time is wasted during the day trying to return sweatshirts, which is especially difficult if the article is not named.  If you come across any uniform that does not belong to your child, please return it to the ‘Lost Property’ box in the school hall.  Thank you.





World Book Week





To celebrate World Book Week, on Friday, 5th March, we would like the children to come to school dressed up as their favourite book character.  Various book-based activities will be running throughout the day and cakes will be available for the children to buy.  The school staff are providing the cakes and the money raised will be put back into the PFA funds to help compensate for the money lost over the cancelled pantomime.  Cakes will be sold at 20p each.  Thank you.  











Enrichment Sessions





Over the last half term, as part of our enrichment programme, a member of staff from the Wood Green Animal Shelter came into school and talked to all the children about caring for pets.  Other sessions held have concentrated on the RSPB and animals in general.








Tag Rugby Festival





Over the past 6 weeks, the children in Owl class have been participating in tag rugby coaching sessions run by staff from Stratton Upper School.  On Wednesday, 3rd March, the children will be taking part in an inter-schools festival at the Upper School.  This is being organised by the County’s Sports Leadership Partnership in their bid to widen the type of sport offered in schools.  The Partnership is also providing the transport.  No authorisation forms are required from parents as the ‘Sporting Activities’ form signed when they join the school covers this event.  The children will need to bring a packed lunch with them, as they will not be returning until after 12 o’clock.





School Clubs





The lunchtime Painting Club organised for pupils in Reception and Year One has proved very successful.  Miss Pillinger and members of the school council have been teaching the children about brushes and mixing colours.





Football Club – Fees for next half term are £20.00 – the club starts again after half term and is held on Thursday lunchtime.





Karate Club – If you haven’t yet paid your fees, can you please do so as soon as possible.  Payment for the whole term is £48.00 - details are on Frank’s website: www.actikarate.com.





After half term Miss Pillinger, Mrs Montilla and members of the school council are running an after school Gymnastics Club for Year 3 and 4 pupils.  The club will run on a Tuesday, from 3.30pm to 4.30pm for a total of five sessions. All places have now been allocated.
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Achievements





Congratulations to the following pupils on their recent out of school achievements: 





Alice  received a ‘Merit’ for her ‘LAMDA Entry Level Award in Performance’ for her ‘Acting Solo’.  Well done.





Amy  also received a ‘Merit’ for her ‘LAMDA Entry Level Award in Performance’ for her ‘Acting Solo’ entry.  Well done too.





Molly  took the ‘LAMDA Introductory Level Award’ and received a ‘Distinction’ for her efforts.  What a good start.





What a talented trio!  (LAMDA – London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art)





Karate Club Examination Results:


Congratulations to all the children who took their examinations in December and were awarded the following belts: -





Jorja  – Blue Belt		Abbie  – Blue Belt


Joshua B – Blue Belt	Elise  – Blue Belt


Kye  – Blue Belt		Amy  – Blue Belt


Chloe B  – Blue Belt


Molly  – Yellow Belt		Connor  – Yellow Belt


Alicia  – Green Belt		Danny  – Green Belt


Thomas T – Purple Belt/White Stripe





Chloe B won the ‘Best Student Award’ and also impressed the judges by commenting that ‘Karate is a life cycle’.  Congratulations Chloe.





Chloe has been very busy because she has also gained a ‘Distinction’ from the Royal Academy of Dance for her ‘Primary Dance Section’ with a score of 82 out of 100.  Superb result.





We enjoy hearing about your children’s achievements.  If they have passed any exams, taken badges or received certificates, please let the office know.
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