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DUNTON V.C. LOWER SCHOOL


SPRING NEWSLETTER 2009














DIARY DATES  - 2009





Monday, 16th March 	-	Robins class to visit ‘Pets at Home’.


Thursday, 26th March	-	‘Full House’ Theatre Company to perform an


		adaptation of ‘A Midsummer Nights Dream’


Friday, 27th March	-	Robins class to visit Wild Britain.





Wednesday, 1st April	-	Easter Service in church at 2pm – all welcome.


Thursday, 2nd April	-	Stratton Joint Schools Music Concert


		6.30pm – Years 3 & 4 children (Owls).


Friday, 3rd April	-	Break up for Easter.


Tuesday, 21st April 	-	Return to school.





Monday, 4th May	-	May Day Bank Holiday.


Tuesday, 5th May	-	Test week – Year 4 Optional Tests


Monday, 11th May	-	Test week – Year 2 SATS


Friday, 22nd May	-	Break up for Half Term.





Monday, 1st June	-	Return to school.


Friday, 12th June	-	Bug Hunt in school.


Thursday, 18th June	-	Sports Day – 2pm (reserve day 22.6.09)





Thursday, 2nd July	-	Stratton Art Exhibition (approx 6pm onwards)


Monday, 13th July	-	Fiddle Fiesta – violin players only 1.30pm onwards


Tuesday, 14th July	-	Year 4 Leavers Assembly (Yr 4 guests only)


Wednesday, 15th July	-	End of Year Service in Church 9.30am – 


all welcome.


Friday, 17th July	-	Break up for Summer holidays.





We return to school on Thursday, 3rd September 2009














School Personnel


After many years as the school’s Senior Mid Day Supervisor, Mrs James finally hung up her skipping rope.  We are pleased to say that Mrs Bacon has taken on the role ably supported by Mrs Frazer.  We would also like to welcome 


Mrs Kaur, an Eden Services employee, who has taken over from Mrs Bacon serving the school dinners.





Mrs James continues as the teaching support assistant in the Owl class. 














Singing Success  





Pupils from Dunton VC Lower School took part in the Bedfordshire Music Festival at the Corn Exchange in Bedford. The School Choir, comprising children from Years 4, 3 and 2, came first in the ‘Junior Choirs – Village or Small School’ class, Year 4 and under. The judge remarked it was “a bright, alert performance – the children paid good attention to their conductor and sang out very well”.  Our Year 2 and 3 pupils gained ‘distinction’ and second place in the ‘School Music Groups’ class.  Twelve pupils also sang solo, eleven attaining ‘commended’ and one ‘distinction’ and first place.  





A very big ‘thank you’ to Mrs Hunt for preparing the children for the event and to Mrs Hobbs, Miss Pillinger and all the parents who helped with the supervision and transport.





Don’t forget to look at our website for a more in-depth report and photographs.








Tesco/Sainsburys Vouchers





Thank you very much to everyone who is collecting vouchers for the school.  The boxes for the vouchers are in the school hall by the bay window.











Joint Schools Concert


‘ABBA Songs’





The children in Years 3 and 4 will be performing at the Joint Schools Concert at Stratton Upper School on Thursday, 2nd April 2009 at 6.30pm.  Audience tickets will be distributed next week, along with details of the event.  











School Dinner Money


Please ensure that payment for your child’s school dinner is paid promptly. If paying weekly please ensure £8.50 is paid at the beginning of each week.  Please put your child’s dinner money in a named enveloped and post it in the red post box. Thank you.  Cheques should be made payable to ‘Eden Services Ltd’ and must have your child’s name on the back of the cheque along with your bank card number with expiry date and your address.  Unfortunately cheques without this information will be returned.  











Sweatshirt –Labelling


During the Easter holiday, it would be appreciated if you could check that all your child’s uniform/PE kit is labelled.  So much time is wasted during the day trying to return sweatshirts, which is especially difficult if the article is not named.  If you come across any uniform that does not belong to your child, please return it to the ‘Lost Property’ box in the school hall.  Thank you.





Parents & Friends Association





We would like to say ‘thank you’ to all the parents that donated cakes for Red Nose Day and to the PFA for organising the cake stall.  The PFA are also arranging an egg hunt in school on the last day of term. 





Don’t forget to log onto  ‘easyfundraising.org.uk’ when shopping online as most of the large retailers donate a small percentage of the sale to school funds.  Thank you.





Enrichment Sessions





Over the last half term, as part of our enrichment programme, Premier Sport came into school and organised multi skills sessions for all the year groups.  This half term qualified dance staff from Mid Beds Play Rangers are in school each week teaching street dance.  








Tag Rugby Festival





Over the past 6 weeks, the children in Owl class have been participating in tag rugby coaching sessions run by staff from Stratton Upper School.  The children then went on to take part in an inter-schools festival at the Upper School.  This was organised by the County’s Sports Leadership Partnership in their bid to bring widen the type of sport offered in schools.  Our team came 6th overall with 


Jacob voted ‘Man of the Match’ for Dunton.  Well done to all.  





School Clubs





Nature Watch Club – Mrs James runs a nature club on a Wednesday lunchtime, which is proving very popular.  The children are learning about the different birds that visit our school as well as wildlife in general.





Football Club – Fees for this half term were £20.00 – if you haven’t yet paid, can you please do so by next Thursday.  Thank you.





Karate Club – At present the club is full.  Details of forthcoming events may be found at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.actistaff.com" ��www.actistaff.com�.  If you haven’t yet paid your fees, can you please do so by next Friday.  Thank you.





After Easter Miss Pillinger and Mrs Swales will be running an after school athletics club for Year 3 and 4 pupils.  The club will run on a Tuesday, from 3.30pm to 4.30pm for the first half of the term. The club will be using the school field, weather permitting.  Forms will go out over the next week so please look out for them.  








Achievements





Congratulations to the following pupils on their recent achievements: -





Jacob  was awarded ‘Man of the Match’ two weeks running for the under 9 team at Biggleswade Rugby Club.  Jacob was also voted ‘Man of the Match’ by his peers at the recent inter schools tag rugby competition.  Well played. 





Ben W has recently been made a ‘Seconder’ at Cubs and he also came 2nd in the Cubs District Ten Pin Bowling Competition.  Well done.





Laura    has been very busy over the past few months.  Laura passed the Royal School of Music Grade 3 piano exam with a total of 117 points.  Laura also passed with ‘Honours’ the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing’s Social One Dance Test in Disco/Freestyle. Laura also performed a piano solo at the Church Nativity Service and accompanied the Sunday Club with the ‘Christingle Song.  Laura recently won her solo section at the Bedfordshire Music Festival.  What a busy girl, well done.

















We enjoy hearing about your children’s achievements.  If they have passed any exams, taken badges or received certificates, please let the office know.























