DUNTON VC LOWER SCHOOL

END OF SCHOOL YEAR NEWSLETTER 2008 









Another academic year has come and gone and this week we all said ‘Goodbye’ to our Year 4 pupils and wished them well in their new schools.  At their ‘Leavers’ Assembly’ they told us about their earliest school memories and their favourite moments and then treated their families to a musical extravaganza. We shall miss them all.  We also said farewell to Rev. Ann Manning, who retired this month.  Thank you to all the children who sang so beautifully at Ann’s last service on Sunday.   Our school service in church on Wednesday gave all the children a chance to celebrate the end of their year in school.





We also said ‘goodbye and good luck’ to Naomi Swales, who is off to study ‘Sports Physiotherapy’ at university next term.  Naomi, a sports specialist, has been working in school this year, coaching all the children during our Enrichment mornings – I’m sure you must have been impressed with our children’s javelin throwing at Sports Day!





Next term, we welcome twelve new ‘Robins’ into school.





Thank You





Once again the P.F.A. members worked tirelessly throughout the year to raise money for the school so that the children could enjoy the little extras that enrich school life.  The P.F.A committee are always looking for new members, even if you have a full or part time job (as do most of the committee) please consider joining or offering your support to this worthy cause.    Despite the weather, the summer bazaar raised £780.00.  Thank you to everyone who helped make the event such a success.











The Governors and I would like to thank all the staff for their continued dedication and support this year.  I am sure you will agree that it’s the staff and the children that make Dunton a special place.


							


Heather Curry





Highlights of the School Year





There were so many highlights this year, it would take too long to list them all, but here are just a few: -





The Robins visit to the Bedford Butterfly Park.


The Christmas Bazaar and the Pantomime, paid for by the P.F.A.


The installation of the ‘Quiet Area’ and completion of the new pond in the conservation area.


Football Tournaments; the Multi Skills Festivals; the Tag Rugby Festival, the Tri Golf Tournament.


The Joint Schools Music Concert at Stratton Upper.  The successes at the Bedford Festival of Music and Drama – well done to our choir, recorder ensemble and overall soloist winner Jasmine.  


The refurbishment of the office/staff room and the new carpets and redecoration in the Owls and Kingfishers classrooms. (Well, the staff thought this was a highlight!)


The Recycle Trailer came to school.


New School Council:  Jonathan, Charli-Louise (for Owls), Joe, Zoe (for Kingfishers) and Jasmine, Caitlin (for Robins).


The Owls trip to the Saxon Village at West Stow.


The Kingfisher trip to the Paradise Wildlife Park and Dunton Community Garden.


The Stratton Art Workshop and the Exhibition.


The Knex Challenge, well done Ryan and Joe.


The slightly washed out Sports Day - Well done to Champions Ben G and Kirsten and also to Year Group winners:  Travis, Megan M, Jenni, Saxon, Megan R, Joshua F, Ellis, Beatrice, Annie, Alfie and Leah. 


The Summer Bazaar, wet again, but still well supported.


The Year 4 Leavers Assembly and the End of Year Service.





And last but not least the school’s 150th Anniversary, which was such a great success.  Thank you to everyone for making the event a day to remember.








Don’t forget to look on the school website, where you can see photographs of some of the events held.  (duntonvclowerschool.com)





General Information





Gentle reminder:  Please ensure that you have labelled all your child’s uniform as it is very time consuming trying to find ‘lost’ items that are unnamed.  Please make sure P.E. kits are also labelled and left in school all week.





Dinner Money for the next half term is £62.40 (39 days @ £1.60).  If you are paying by cheque, please make it payable to Eden Services Ltd and not the school.  If you wish to pay weekly (£8.00) please pay at the beginning of each week.  From September, if your child is only going to have dinner once or twice a week, you must pay for it at the beginning of the week and not bring it into the office on a daily basis.  Please put the money in an envelope marked with your child’s name and with the dates that dinner is required.  This must then be put in the red post box (usually found in the playground by the hall door) please do not bring it into the office.  This should then allow Mrs Robertson-Cowley more time to concentrate on other queries that arise first thing in the morning.  Thank you.





If you have an issue/query you wish to raise with a member of the teaching staff, we are always happy to see you but please bear in mind that the teachers must be ready to greet their class at 8.55am and unless it is urgent, we would prefer you to go to the office and make an appointment or put a note in your child’s reading record book.  If you wish to talk about a certain area of work it would be helpful if you could mention this so that the teacher has the information available when she meets with you.  We will always try to deal with matters of an urgent nature as they arise.





Achievements





Congratulations to the following pupils on their out of school achievements:





Laura passed her Grade 1 Piano, Foundation Level in Music Performance with a Merit, well done.


Molly achieved the Bronze Falcon Challenge Award for the Beam, congratulations.


Alicia has passed, with honours, the Under 6 Dance Test 3, well done.


Jonathan was invited to attend Arsenal’s advanced skills football coaching sessions and was awarded a ‘skills’ certificate and he also passed his Grade 1 piano.  What an achievement!


Charli-Louise competed in a Junior Agility Class Dog Show and came 5th, which qualifies her for the Young Kennel Club Agility Dog of the Year Semi Final in Birmingham in August.  Good luck.


Maisy l successfully completed her Grade 4 ASA Duckling Award, well done.


Karate Club – The following pupils passed the recent examinations and were awarded new belts:


6th KYU (Green belt) – Jasmine 


6th KYU Intermediate Test (Yellow with Green Stripe) – Laura, Samantha, Jacob


and Jack.


7th KYU (Yellow belt) – Thomas.


8th KYU (Orange belt) – Alicia and Ellis.


9th KYU (Red belt) – Danny, Charli-Louise, Kieran and Molly.


10th KYU (Blue belts) – Kye, Connor and Alfie 


Best Student Trophy Award for the Summer Term –


Dunton Lwr School – Danny and Everton Hall Sessions – Finlay.  


Well done to everyone.








Please inform the office if your child has gained a badge or trophy etc from an out of school club or hobby. You can always inform the office by email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:dunton@deal.befordshire.gov.uk" ��dunton@deal.befordshire.gov.uk�, with the details of child’s achievements.





Clubs/Music Lessons





Please note that the after school Karate club and the lunchtime football club start again in the second week of term.  No violin/brass lessons in the first week either.





Don’t forget there is a filming session for Karate this Sunday, 20th, from 12 – 1pm at Gamlingay Village College – see � HYPERLINK "http://www.actikarate.com" ��www.actikarate.com� 





Authorised/Unauthorised Absences





We are concerned that this year we failed to reach our attendance target set by the County Council.  Although thankfully truancy plays no part in our school life, the increase in ‘term time’ holiday has had a negative impact on our figures.  Next academic year the school will be running a new software package, which will differentiate between illness, appointments etc and holidays.  The Governing Body will be monitoring the situation.  Please ensure that if you are taking a holiday in term time that an absence form has been submitted.  Thank you.





On behalf of all the staff, may I wish everyone a happy summer holiday 


and say ‘Thank you’ for all your good wishes, cards and presents.





We return to school on Tuesday, 2nd September 2008 at 8.55am











